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TRE NEW-YORK TIMES. 
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TERNS, POSTAGE ParD. 
On Dee ee annuum, including the 
Bunday Edftion 


Batered at the Post Ofice at New-York, N. ¥., aesccond 
glass mail matter. 


BRANCH OFFICES OF TEE‘TIMES. 
Pus Toms Up-town Ofice—No. 1,258 Broadway. 
Paris Office of Tux Trms—No, 89 Rue de Lafayette. 
‘ee Trees is on sale in London at No 440 Strand, 
N.C., by Henry F. Gillig & Co, and at Mz. Stevens's 


No 4 Trafalgar-equare. 
( eeeeneiaeeiamemne 


CAMPAIGN EDITION. — _ 

Boyinning with the issue of Sept. 3, Tax 
Wrexiy Trmze will be sent to subscribers, for 
three months, at the reduced rate of 25 cents, 
Subscriptions at this rate will be taken between 
Sept. 3 and Nov. 12, the quarter subscribed 
for including in all cases 13 consecutive issues 
of Tux Weex.y Times. 


This morning Tas Dariy Trees consists of 
fweive Pacrs. Every news-dealer is bound to 
deliver the paper ‘in its complete form, and any 
failure to do 80 should be reported pepe: 
tion office. 


——_—<<—<—$_$_<_ 
The Signal Service Bureau report indicates 
Jor to-day, in thisregion, clear or partly cloudy 
weather, light variable winds, and nearly sta- 
tionary temperature and barometer. 
‘ —_—————— 
THE LAST STATE OF THE GREEN- 
. BACKERS. 


The Convention of the-National Green- 





feek-Labor Party at Utica performed at 


least one piece of good service, by giving 
full and free expression to its demands and 
exposing as completely as could be. wished 
the folly and absurdity of its clams. It 
requires but aminimum of good sense to 
see that what it aims at is utterly imprac- 
tieable, and a very small exercise of judg- 
ment will show that it would be disastrous 
if it could be realized. Unless the theory 
that the people at large have honest. pur- 
poses, and intelligeace enough to recognize 
and support the means likely to give them 
effect, shall prove to be utterly unfounded, 
this extraordinary demonstration will ma- 
teitially accelerate the return to sober rea- 
. Boh of which there were already many in- 
aidations. While the lunacy of inflation 
‘we exhibited in its wildest form, a des- 
endeavor was made to unite with it 
the most ridiculous delusions of the ex- 
treme Socialistic wing of the so-called La- 
bor Reformers. If anything could repel the 
common sense of the genuine order-loving 
andl law-abiding industrial classes, the 
amazing jumble of bad English and worse 
nonsense in which that empty-headed blath- 
erskite Denis Kearney was eulogized as a 
statesman must have that effect. In the 
* same breath—and a very long and convul- 
’ sive respiration it is—it is assumed that the 
“property interésts” of San Francisco 
Were at the mercy of a reckless mob, con- 
trolked only by the will of this noisy dema- 
gogue, whose word of command alone pre- 
vented general bloodshed, and that his op- 
ponents were *‘ really the red-handed Com- 
munists” and the “ disturbers of the public 
peace.” Thatis to say, those whose lives 
and property were in danger, and who had 
mothing to do with the wretched quarrel by 
which the passions of the mob were excited, 
‘were responsible for the recklegs disregard 
of law and public safety that was displayed 
iby the followers of Keanwey. Perhaps the 
idea that “‘propérty interests” are to owe 
their security, not to the laws and the aa- 
thorities intrusted with their execution, but 
to the will of the irresponsible leader of 
lawless rabble, may be acceptable to a com- 
munity like that of the State of New-York, 
but if so, the temper of our people has been 
all this while. 
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-or how it is'to be determined, it is not ‘easy 


tosee. The per capita atrangement is at 

intelligible, notwithstanding the ab-— 
surdity of attempting to regulate the ma- 
chinery of exchange, not by the amount of 


‘exchanging to be done, but by the number 


of persons concerned, directly or mene! 
in its results. 

It is wearisome, it not fruitless, to keep 
contending against these persistent: falla- 
cies, which cannot hold their ground for a 
moment against the processes of a ‘logical 
mind. There is but one effectual way of 
putting an end to them, and that is by’ 
getting as speedily as possible into. fall 
operation the only sound principle, that 


‘trade alone can properly and safely devise 


the instruments by which it is to be carried 
on and determine to what extent they are 
required. With a currency based securely 
on value and involving credit only so far as 
it is furnished by legitimate business, trade 
will determine by its own exigencies the 
volume that is needed, and will bring it into 
being and regulate it. The idea that 
Government has the omniscience necessary 
to replace the natural laws of supply and 
demand in money any more than in mer- 
chandise must be discarded before this dis- 
quieting agitation will cease altogether. 
While events are rapidly justifying and 
strengthening the policy of resumption, the 
Greenbackers are putting forth their ex- 
treme demands, just as if their gloomy 
vaticinations of a year ago were finding 
justification, The logic of events has more 
persuasive power than the logic of discus- 
sion, and bids fair to carry conviction to 
the minds of the people. The. more. 
daring and reckless the demands of 
those who are keeping together the Green- 
back-Labor Party, in the face of the demor- 
alizing consequences of inexorable facts, 
the faster will its adherents fall away. 
When there was doubt and apprehension, 
many could ‘be found to put their faith, or 
at least their hopes, in ‘the promises of 
visionary relief; but as certainty grows 
clearer and confidence stronger, the fascina- 
tion of these delusions weakens. Let us 
hope that the apa UC efforts of the Utica 
Convention to put ‘on an appearance of 
boldness and strength are but the convul- 
sive symptoms of coming dissolution. :The 
sober sense of the people must assert itself 
before long, when confronted with snch an 
exhibition of imbecile folly, and put an end 
to the pretension of shallow fanatics to 
represent their interests and promote their 


welfare. 
eres ssa re 


WHAT THE AMERICAN FARMER IS, 


DOING FOR ENGLAND. 


Despite the recent brief season of fine 

weather in England, the long course of rain 
and ‘cold winds has fatally lessened the 
wheat harvest. Only the north of England 
presents even a respectable harvest, while 
the eastern, western, and southern counties 
give every appearance of a very short crop. 
Three years of bad harvests atid ‘unusually 
sharp competition from this country would 
seem to add the last straw to the burdens 
on the British farmers, and to threaten 4 
final breakdown to this hitherto prosperous 
class. ‘This approaching calamity is so 
great a change, and portends such far-reach- 
ing changes, in English political life, as to 
command the attention of the civilized world, 
The English farmer is, in fact, begiuning 
a struggle of competition with the Weétern 
farmer similar to that which the New- 
England and New-York farmer has jus 
passed through, and from which hé’ has 
come forth worsted. Butin this struggle, 
how much greater are the odds against the 
Englishman than the Yankee. A’ careful 
estimate by a high American agricultural 
authority—Prof. Mapgzs—makes the rental 
of the English farmer from $10 to $25, per 
acre; his expenses for manures, cultivation, 
&e., from $40 to $50 per acre; and the 
original investment for general outfit, some 
$50 more per acre—making his necessary 
expenses over $100 per acre. It will be 
seen that in rental alone, he pays some 
three times more than the New-England. 
farmer, while all other expenses aré pro- 
portionally larger. ,Yet, wheat-farms are 
more and more being converted into ‘dairy- 
farms and farms for garden produde and 
ordinary products, throughout the Eastern 
and Middle States. The Eastern: farmer, 
even with land at from $50 to $100 per. 
acre, cannot compete with the Western. 

The _ farmer is compelled, how- 


‘asa custom, will lose its power. The coun- 


try gentry will become cultivators or will be 


seek other employments. New men. will 

‘become farmers, and, with lessexied rental 
aaa will gradually be able to com- 
pete with American producers. The rural 
constituencies will gradually become like 
otr own, with the exception of here and 


there some large landholder, who is poor 


though owning immense estates. English 
country life will have lost its great charm 
and romance. England will be governed by 
a rural demo¢racy and a manufacturing and 
commercial middie class. The gentry will 
have no more political power than have the 
French. Great Britain itself will not be 
poorer for the revolution, Property will 
only have changed hands. The whole po- 
litical.structure of England will have been 
changed by the American farmer. 
ce 
THE PROTEST OF SOCIETY AGAINST 
ATHEISM, 

What goes by the name of society in the 
large sense of the word is becoming more and 
more a power in civilization, and it has’ in its 
keeping many matters which once were in the 


hands of Kings and priests, statesmen and 


theologians. Thus it is that public opinion in 
& great degree is formed by social influence, 
and speaks through the great social organ, the 
Dress, very often in the face of thrones and 


ptiesthoods, So, too, itis society that is first - 


to feel and note the marked changes in litera- 
ture, science, art, and philosophy in their prac- 
tical bearings upon life with a keen eye to its 
own best interests and aspirations. 

In our day there is much in the social tone 
thatis thoughtfuland encouraging. The leading 
ideas of prominent investigators and thinkers 
are spoken first in lecture-rooms, reviews, and 
other social organs in our time, and there the 
lists are opened for the rival champions to in- 
tellectual favor, There even the atheists have 
had a hearing, and there too atheism is having 
its severest handling. After all the liberal 
opening of the field to them, they are not gain- 
ing ground in the best quarters, and it is 
worth while to call attention to the protest 
against them from the culture and moral sense 
of society. Intelligent readers do not need to 
be told of what has boen said and written in 
the leading organs of American and English 
thought, and. our business now is with the so- 
dial opinion of European centres less familiar 
here. 

We have learned and eloquent utterances 
from Naples, Turin, Paris, Vienna, Heidelberg, 
Frankfort, and Berlin, which carry a certain 
social significance, as well as philosophical and 
scholarly weight, and we can only make « few 
selections from the mass of documents to illus- 
trate the drift of opinion and tendency. Be- 
ginning with Berlin, we cannot do better than 
to turn to the six popular lectures of Dr. Orro 
Prixzipersr, Professor in the University there, 

upon ‘' Religious Discrimination.” The author 
ecites and speaks to cultivated hearers and 
readers, and with much learning, taste, and 
vigor lie reviews the course of modern German 
thought, with as little liking for airy idealism 
asfor groveling materialism, and affirms the 
historical truth and positive power of Chris 
tiqnity; he is very earnest in defense of the just 
rights of science and humanity in harmony 
with the true interpretation of Chris 
tianity; and with little love for dogmatical 
or ecclesiastical champions and 4 great 
love for the masters of literature and art, he 
closes his course of essays with a most fervent 
plea for the application of the New Testament 


‘religion to the present needs of German civiliza- 


tion, in view of the mischief from bad advisers 
and from popular discontent and agitation. 


He is what we call in America a liberal theo- 


logian, and these lectures would suit more the 
theological atmosphere of Boston than that of 
New-York ; but precisely on that account their 
seriousness and even their solemnity is more 
significant. It is Berlin culture, pleading in 
the name of Herpes and Ltssine, GorrHe 
and Scum.er, as well as of Lurner and 
Sditxisemacuer, in behalf of Gop and Chris- 
tian spirituality and morality, against the new 
materialism that strikes at the root of all be- 
lief in Gop and the soul, and at the essential 
foundations of household purity and civil 
order. ‘He vares little for Charch ceremonials 


‘or@ignitaries, but he is all on fire for the law 


ati the Emperor, the gospel of Christ, and the 
elevation of mankind. 

“Turn to Frankfort, the old home of GorTus 
and the Roruscaitps, and we have. from the 
press of last April a quite vigorous and impor- 

t publication in a hundred’ pages, giving 
scientific lectures on religious questions, 
These are of high scholarly and intellectual 
worth, and they treat of the dominant points 


-atissue between German society and its two 


present antagonists—Romish despotism and 
popular materialism. These essays, which 

were delivered as well as published, are by four 
prominent scholars from Berlin, Marbarg, 


and Frankfort, and they treat of 


“ Greek and Roman Christianity,” The Sup- 
pressed Liberal Catholicism of Wessensere and 
hie Time,” “The Obristian Idea of the Resur- 

” and “The Religious View of the 


Universe.” Coming from South Germany, where 


Govern- | ‘Rome is trying to repeat her old aggressions, 


‘these writers and speakers have an intense 
sense of the danger; psortiagwen pt olcenygats 
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THE RULE OF THE ROAD. 


Throughout this country the general rule 
of the road, for persons meeting upon a street or 
highway, is, that. each one shall “ keep to the 
right.” It is not as well settled for foot-pas- 
sengers on sidewalks as for vehicles. In many 
country places the sidewalks are not defined or 
continuous, aud in others many persons will 
cling to the old-fashioned idea of compliment- 
ing a lady or old person by giving them the 
wall. In thecities, the custom of keeping on 
the right-hand side of the sidewalk should be 
unvaryingly observed ; any one who persists in 
taking the left hand may be deemed ignorant 
or rude, anless there are very special reasons 
for his conduct. For vehicles, the right-hand 
side is the right side,alike intown and coun- 
try. Some of the States have statute 
laws commanding this. Im others ‘the 
rule rests upon custom. Yet it is not an abso- 
lute rule which every driver is to follow under 
all circumstances, There is a higher duty, that 
of using common sense to avoid injury. If 
driver A sees that driver B, approaching, will 
not tarn to the right, he himself may and 
should turn to the left,in that particular in- 
stance. This might occur through -porverse- 
ness, or through ignorance, By all accounts, 
the English custom is the reverse of the Ameri- 
can; vehicles pass to the left. The English 
practice is recommended by one consideration ; 
as the drivers sit, by custom, on the right-hand 
seat in the wagon or chaise, they have, by 
keeping to the left, a much better. opportdhity 
of watehing the wheels which might collide. 
An Englishman driving in this country, before 
being informed of the American custom, might 
persigt in driving to the left, in the belief 
that he ought to do so. The American 
driver cannot, in such a case, justify himself 
in doggedly keeping to the right and running 
into the other carriage. The rule is given for 
avoiding collisions, not for producing them. It 
only means keep to the right unless you see spe- 
cial reason for doing differently. There was a 
man in Nashua, N. H., who undertook to haul 
his wooden dwelling-house through the streets 
to another lot. The Surveyors of Highways 
interfered, and he appealed to the court. One 
of the law points against him. was that the 
house was so large it would fill the strest; he 
could not ‘keep to the right,” as the law di- 
rected. The court said that in that part of the 
country it was common to move buildings, anda 
man had the right.to do so if he did not occupy 
the road unreasonably long; and that. it was 
nonsense to apply the statute about keeping 
to the right to a house moving. The same 
thing has been said about the horse 
care. An LEighth-avenue railroad car 
meétacart. The eart attempted, to turn out to 
the left, and there was a smash. The railroad 
company complained because the cartman did 
not turn to the right, but the court said that the 
rule does not apply to street cars, but only 
where both vehicles can turn out. A cart 
which meets a horse car may turn to either side 
where thereis the: best chance to pass, In 
Michigan the proprietor of a steam threshing- 
machine was traveling in it (it ran .by steam 
power) along the road when a horse and wagon 
approached. The thrashing-machine man 
steered over to the extreme right side, and 
stopped his engine to avoid frighterting the 
horse. But the horse teok fright, and ran away. 
His owner sued for damages. But the Judges 
said the owner of the machine had the right to 
travel with, it, and had done his whole duty. 
Other very common cases are where one of the 
travelers can turn out much more easily than 
the other. If aman on horseback, ors pedes- 
trian, or a light, easily-managed carriage meets 
@ heavily-laden, clumsy team. or wagon, the 
duty of turning out is almost wholly on the first 
named. But there is no castiron rule for all 
cases; each traveler must do the wisest and 
best thing indicated by circumstances to avoid 
mischief. 

There isa law of Congress which makes it 
an offense for any person to stop or hinder & 
vehicle carrying the. mail; and the usefulness 
of having the mail wagons which run to and 
fro through the City streets so gorgeously 
painted and gilded as they are, no doubt is that 
it prevents cartmen from getting in the way 
and then saying they did not know the concern 
behind was a mail wagon. No one can mistake 
the big red and yellow affair, having the shape 
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defects in 3 man who has no immediate object 
to serve. The latter may begin well; his sense 
of courtesy, his’ wish to oblige, his native 
benevolence, may prompt him at first to sup- 
press. a portion of his individuality, and to 
withhold his convictions. But, after awhile, 
his courtesy and benevolence aré absorbed by 
an anxiety to conciliate others, to ingratiate 
himself in their favor ; wishes rather to stand 
well in their eyes than in his own esteem. 
Thus he steadily loses flavor, earnestness, char- 
acter, by an endeavor to adapt himself to all 
tastes and prejudices, and ends by becoming an 
artificial echo, instead of what every man 
should be—an original and resonant voice, 

There are persoiis, many of them, whose 
good opinion it is desirable to have, who may 
be really worth gaining over, for whom and for 
whose regard an effort and some concession 
may well be made. But for the mass, for those 
in no way distinguished, for one’s ordinary ac- 
quaintances, solicitude and Isbor are ill-spent. 
They do little thinking of their own; their 
views and feelings are not permanent; the in- 
fluence they are exposed to to-day is counteract- 
ed by another influence to-morrow. They can- 
not be held or fixed, and every endeavor to win 
and keep them is like seizing quicksilver or 
binding air. So it happens that perpetual seek- 
ers after popularity weary and debase thém- 
selves to no:purpose, and with no available re: 
sult. They blunt, in due time, their sense of 
discrimination, coming to look upon every hu- 
man figure as a unit, though the bulk of such 
figures are ciphers, and acting a wretched part 
on a sorry stage for the entertainment of an au- 
dience undeserving of entertainment. They 
have no other thought or wish than to be popu- 
lar, and they gain their longed-for popularity 
at the expense of whatever would render friend- 
ship valuable. 

Ceaseless secking after popularity makes the 
seeker a moral craven. He belongs to every- 
body but himself; he is the slave of his weak- 
ness; he stands in awe of the shadow of truth. 
His whole life long, he is afraid of offending 
somebody, though no one is the least afraid of 
offending him. He gets to be a conformer and 
conventionalist in everything, an apologist for 
aught that any fellow may have taken excep- 
tion to. From fear of incurring ill-will by rep- 
resenting himself or expressing his opinions, 
he ceases ultimately to look upon himself as 
the possessor of any rights or privileges, and 
grows accustomed to learning what he is from 
those who surround him. He sinks into a 
phantom of a shade, a hunter’of a will-o’-the- 
wisp, a blower’of bubblesthat break with the 
breath.that has created them. And all for his 
tenderly-cherished popularity, which is pre- 
served at the price of the last vestige of his 
honesty, independence, and character. 

Naturally, the man who tries to please every- 
body pleases nobody, So the man who aims at 
general popularity ‘gains neither esteem nor 
affection worth having. ‘He so fritters himself 
away on the multitude that nothing is left for 
the individuals who make or mar reputation, 
and by whom binding decisions at last are ren- 
dered. Popularity means diffusion, trimming, 
communplace, time-serving, instead ot concen- 
tration, sturdiness, individuality, earnestness, 
by which manhood and merit are msured. 
Who are the popular men? What gives them 
popularity? How do they retain it! “Who 
takes them as models? They are warnings in- 
stead of examples. They have a noisy name; 
they are fussy and feverish ; but, like clouds of 
dust, they are soiling, disagreeable, and ever 
passing away. A palpable moral is almost al- 
ways in their lives; itis the reaction from in- 
sincerity and contrivance; the exposure that 
generally follows, after repeated trials, thé best- 
sustained.and most elaborate trick: As the 
country grows older, politicians and others who 
aim at popularity only, lose ground and influ- 
ence, . Men of principle and honorable purpose 
are, in public and private, coming. te ta: 
men who dara to be themselves with truth and 
honor at any cost. 
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